
SEEKING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR  

HOTEL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
BESIDE EXPANDED CONVENTION VENUE IN CALGARY’S  
NEW CULTURAL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT

This land opportunity isn’t rare. 
It’s one of a kind.

In parallel with planning and construction of a $500-million expansion that will 
transform Calgary’s BMO Centre into a Tier 1 global convention venue, CMLC 
and Calgary Stampede are seeking expressions of interest from developers 
interested in building an adjacent hotel. 

Beyond servicing the needs of the BMO Centre’s global clientele, the hotel  
will be situated at the heart of the Cultural and Entertainment District now 
taking shape in downtown Calgary’s east end, catering to visitors of the  
Calgary Stampede, the Scotiabank Saddledome, Arts Commons, the new 
Central Library, Studio Bell and numerous other cultural and entertainment 
venues in the area.

Expressions of Interest • Requirements

CMLC will release specific requirements for Expressions of Interest in this hotel 
development in January 2019. 

To be notified immediately as more information becomes available, please 
register at engagement@calgarymlc.ca.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

engagement@calgarymlc.ca

www.calgarymlc.ca



BACKGROUND + CONTEXT

As Calgary Stampede’s development manager for the hotel site, CMLC is managing 
the development partner selection process.

A wholly owned subsidiary of the City of Calgary, CMLC formed in 2007 to 
implement the Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan—a public infrastructure 
program aimed at kick-starting Calgary’s urban renewal. Over the past 12 years, 
CMLC has rebuilt East Village from the ground up, investing $396 million into 
infrastructure improvements that have since attracted nearly $3 billion in  
private investment. 

In 2016, with momentum well underway in East Village, CMLC began developing 
the Rivers District Master Plan, a strategic plan now guiding redevelopment in east 
Victoria Park—a 286-acre portion of the Rivers District that includes Stampede Park 
and is envisioned as Calgary’s Cultural and Entertainment District.

As part of that work, CMLC and Calgary Stampede signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to align planning and development efforts to help realize Stampede 
Park’s concept vision and its integration with the Rivers District Master Plan.

SEEKING PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPER FOR ONE-OF-A-KIND HOTEL OPPORTUNITY

To accelerate the renewal of east Victoria Park, CMLC committed $150 million 
to strategic infrastructure improvements that will forge vehicular and pedestrian 
connections to neighbours in the Beltline, Inglewood/Ramsay and East Village. 
Several priority infrastructure projects (including the 17th Avenue SE Extension,  
5th Street SE Underpass and 9th Avenue SE Bridge into Inglewood) will get underway 
in 2019. 

The Rivers District Master Plan considers how major projects like the BMO Centre 
expansion and potential new Event Centre would both anchor and catalyse 
redevelopment in Calgary’s Cultural and Entertainment District.

The Calgary Stampede is a world-class, year-round gathering place in the heart of Calgary.  
As a not-for-profit community organization, Calgary Stampede preserves and celebrates western 
heritage, cultures and community spirit. Supported by more than 2,300 passionate volunteers, 
the Stampede’s year-round events, programs and initiatives invest in youth, support agricultural 
programs, celebrate western culture and make a lasting economic impact in our city.

The CS brand has been a well-known community symbol for over a century. Its second century 
promises to be even more exciting as it increases its capacity to bring people together.

Artist’s rendering. Subject to change.



BMO Centre Expansion

Expansion of the BMO Centre is a key component of the Rivers District Master Plan 
and an important first step toward establishing downtown Calgary’s east end as 
Calgary’s Cultural and Entertainment District.

Culminating in 535,500 square feet of rentable space, the planned $500 million 
expansion will make 
BMO Centre the second 
largest meeting facility 
in the country after the 
Toronto Convention 
Centre, and it will 
position Calgary as a top 
Canadian destination in 
the highly competitive 
meetings and conventions 
market.

BUILD A HOTEL AT THE HEART OF CALGARY’S CULTURAL AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT

BMO Centre has been Calgary’s main venue for consumer and trade shows,  
special events, meetings and conferences since it was built in 1982. Earlier  
expansions (in 2000 and 2009) brought the facility to 250,000 SF of exhibition space. 

The BMO Centre expansion will add 195,800 SF of exhibit space, a new ballroom  
of 43,200 SF, and meetings and breakout space of 77,900 SF. In its entirety, the new 
venue will encompass nearly a million (989,400) SF including support space.

SITE INFORMATION 

 Municipal address 309 12 Avenue SE

 Site area 9,830.41 m2 

 Land use Direct Control 4Z2006 based on C-3  
(Bylaw 2P80) Hotel: Discretionary Use

NOTE: All Expressions of Interest will be private and confidential. CMLC reserves the right to make changes or to withdraw its 
solicitation of Expressions of Interest without notice.


